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MENTAL HEALTH — POWDERFINGER CONCERT 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.48 pm]: Members may have seen that 
I have been in a particularly good mood today because this morning I awoke to some really good news. Good news 
has been quite rare in 2020. Members would know that I am a lover of Aussie pub rock and the good news is that 
Powderfinger, the iconic Queensland rock band, will re-form for a one-off gig on Saturday, 23 May, which, 
coincidentally, happens to be my daughter’s birthday. She is a big Powderfinger fan and lives in Queensland as 
well. What is significant about this event is the reason behind the band getting back together. They will be performing 
in the broadcast of One Night Lonely, a live stream concert that will raise money and awareness for the mental 
health charity Beyond Blue and the music industry charity Support Act. When the health crisis of the COVID-19 
pandemic is over, we know that we will be left to deal with the mental health fallout. As Hon Tim Clifford has 
expressed, plenty of people have been adversely affected because they have lost their jobs and businesses, and are 
living in a way that is not normal to them. It is very important to get behind organisations such as Beyond Blue 
and to help those suffering with mental illness during this time. 

The show is billed as “an exclusive performance from their respective home studios”. Not a lot of details have been 
released about how the show will look and sound, but its unique nature will make it interesting nonetheless. As 
for the name, One Night Lonely, the band says it signifies the one-off nature of this event, and points towards the 
very important charities that the band is supporting. The band has not yet indicated whether they will perform more 
shows after this reunion, but I for one hope they do. They announced this news this morning following years of 
speculation and pleading from their many fans. They thought the idea of playing together in this unusual format 
would be fun, and ultimately their objectives are humble. Bernard Fanning, the lead singer of the band, said that they 
are trying to put a smile on people’s faces. He said that as cheesy as that sounds, it was what they were hoping to do. 

I hope people can get behind this event and support it. It is next Saturday night. It will be run on the band’s YouTube 
channel, and I for one will donate $200 towards Beyond Blue for this event, because I think it is great that an iconic 
Australian rock band like Powderfinger can get back together to give us a taste of their fantastic music, and for 
them to do it for charities like Beyond Blue and Support Act is also a really great thing to do, and I thank them so 
much for it. 
 


	MENTAL HEALTH — POWDERFINGER CONCERT
	Statement


